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Abstract

Foreign language anxiety plays an important role in language learning.
Previous empirical studies have shown that there is an inverse relationship
between FL anxiety and FL learning (e.g., Horwitz, Horwitz & Cope, 1986;
Maclntyre & Gardner, 1989; Phillips, 1992; Sellers, 1998; Young, 1991).
However, research which has empirically documented the link between
reading topics and reading anxiety is scant. Therefore, the purpose of this
study was to investigate how different topics affected the levels of foreign
language reading anxiety among college students in Taiwan. Specifically, the
levels of FL reading anxiety elicited by the following five topics were
explored: entertainment/leisure, culture, health, business/money, and

relationships.

This research involved a survey, comprised of the demographic
information of students and the Foreign Language Reading Anxiety Scale

(Saito et al., 1999). There were 112 college students participating in this study.
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The quantitative analysis of the questionnaire was conducted through

descriptive statistics and one-way ANOVA.

The results indicated that reading topics significantly affected the levels
of FL reading anxiety. The participants had a lower level of anxiety when
reading the relationships and the leisure/entertainment passages, and had a
higher level of anxiety when reading the passages about business/money,
health, and culture. Such discrepancies were caused by their (1) ability to
comprehend when they read, (2) prior experience in learning to read, (3) use of
background knowledge, (4) problems with the reading process, and (5)
enjoyment of reading. Based on the results, the present study proposed several
pedagogical implications and suggestions for English reading instruction and

book publication.
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