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Abstract
The slave narrative published by the abolitionists was a market commodity,
deliberately written to produce desired effects to serve the needs of white
liberals. To examine the abolitionist priori structure and press from 1830s to
1860s will lead us to notice the erasure and exclusion of female slave
narratives. This paper aims to show that male-identifying culture was not the
only cause for the popularity of male slave narratives and constant elision of
female slave narratives. In both male and female narrative accounts, sexual
ideologies existed and served to distinguish and to reflect diverse arenas that
male and female slave narrators wanted to explore in their slavery experiences.
The privilege of maleness and manliness in cultural terms inevitably
influenced the reception of gender-specific slave narratives. The female
slave narrative was obliterated within the abolitionist press because female
ex-slave narrator needed to comply with the dominant formulas established by
white women abolitionists, to emphasize mostly the private side of life.
Therefore, female slave narratives would not possibly be categorized under the
abolitionist propaganda literature that usually endowed male ex-slave narrator
with a public personality for moral and ideological aims and manufactured a

prototype fitted into the myth of American individualism. Frederick

82



B AR I EEES e Y

Journal of Applied Foreign Languages

pp-81-102 Volume 14, December 2010

Sexual Politics and Ideologies in Gender-Specific Slave Narratives of Antebellum America

Douglass’s well-known autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave Written by Himself (1845) and Harriet Jacobs’s
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) are used to trace the political
phenomenon of displacing female slave narrative in the dominance of slave

narrative formulas.
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