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Abstract

The findings of research studies on the concept of hero in both The
Odyssey and The Lord of the Rings are quite diverse and sometimes even
contradictive to each other. Some scholars view Frodo as a hero while others
take him as a shattered hobbit. Similarly, certain savants regard Odysseus as an
epic hero whereas others consider him an antihero. The problem arising from
these studies is whether the opinions on the concept of hero can be as
diversified as they look like. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to
investigate the concept of hero in both works with some heroic code of
behaviors on the one hand, and to examine the differences of character as
shown in Frodo and Odysseus when they challenge forces beyond their mental
and physical toughness on the other hand, so that it may shed some light on
whether they both are heroes with different faces and not so different from
each other as the previous studies have suggested.

This study also approaches the concept of hero by using the theory of
the “Hero’s Journey” (departure, initiation, and return) and the definition of
hero proposed by Joseph Campbell. The result of this study shows that
although Frodo and Odysseus differ from each other in terms of their
characters, attitude toward enemies, interpersonal relationship, mental and
physical strength, battlefield experiences, and heroic qualities, they share a
certain heroic code of behaviors and survive ordeals, and their adventures are
correspondent with the criteria of hero suggested by Joseph Campbell;
therefore, they are heroes with different faces.
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