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The Effect of Teachers’ Nonverbal Immediacy Behaviors on Students’ Affect for English

Subject
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between
teachers’ nonverbal immediacy behaviors in relation to students’ affect toward
English subject. A sample of 303 participants was drawn from a technology
institution in central Taiwan. The participants were asked to respond to
instruments designed to measure the frequency of teachers’ nonverbal
immediacy behaviors influencing students’ affect for English subject. The
results of the Pearson correlation indicated that teachers’ nonverbal immediacy
behaviors were correlated positively and significantly with students’ affect for
English subject. Multiple regression analyses suggested that four out of
fourteen nonverbal teacher immediacy behaviors— give smiles, have a relaxed
body position, use gestures, and use a variety of vocal expressions—were
significant predictors to students’ affect for English subject. Limitations,

implications, and suggestions for future research are addressed.
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