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The Roles of Academic Self-Concept and Motivation in Foreign
Language Learning among Elementary School Students

Hui-ju Liu
Department of English Language, Da-Yeh University
Abstract

This study aims to assess the roles of academic self-concept and
motivation in learning a foreign language among elementary school children.
A total of 188 six-graders participated in the study. Statistical analyses were
conducted to ascertain: (1) whether there is significant correlation between
students’ academic self-concept and their English performance, (2) whether
there is significant correlation between students’ foreign language learning
motivation and their English performance, (3) whether years of taking
extracurricular English lessons outside the elementary school has any relation
to students’ academic self-concept and motivation in learning English, (4)
whether there is any significant relationship between students’ academic
self-concept and their motivation in learning English, and (5) whether students
of different proficiency levels have significantly different academic
self-concept and motivation in learning English. The findings indicate that
academic self-concept and language learning motivation are moderately
correlated with both English academic performance and years of taking
extracurricular English lessons among theses young learners. There is a high
correlation between academic self-concept and motivation to learn English.
The MANOVA test results further establish that academic self-concept and
motivation in learning English are significantly different among students of
different English ability. Elementary school students with lower ability tend to
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have lower academic self-concept and lower motivation in foreign language

learning.
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