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Abstract

The purpose of this exploratory qualitative research was to investigate
teacher and student perceptions of the role of the teacher in an EFL
listening/speaking course grounded in the CLT approach. Identifying the roles
of the teacher that both teachers and students identify as important in the CLT
classroom provides the framework for a practical approach to improving
teacher behaviors in the listening/speaking classroom adaptable by
professionals confronted with the dilemma of a lack of participation in
classroom settings. By identifying the role of the teacher, teachers can design
and implement activities that promote student participation in the classroom
and improve their own classroom behaviors and practices. The research
questions asked were:

1) What are the students’ perceptions of the roles of the teacher in a

CLT classroom?

2) What are teachers’ perceptions of role of the teacher in the CLT

classroom?

3) What teacher personality traits influence the students’ willingness

to participate in the CLT classroom?

A total of 8 individuals, 4 students and 4 professors, were interviewed
3 times each during the data collection process that spanned a period of 6
months during the fall of 2008 and the spring of 2009. An analysis of the data
revealed that the student participants considered the personality of the teacher
and the classroom atmosphere created by the teacher to be of importance in
their willingness to participate in classroom activities. The teacher was also
viewed as an important resource expert whose role model motivated them to
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participate in the classroom activities. In addition, the student participants
preferred teachers who were well-prepared and who planned a variety of
activities to be used in the classroom. The teachers viewed their role in the
classroom most importantly as facilitators of classroom activities and
curriculum planners as leaders. The teachers’ views of the role of the teacher
were broader in scope and range in understanding the complex nature of the
role of the teacher in the CLT conversation classroom as would be expected
from these professionals.

Key Words: CLT, Teacher Roles, Characteristics of Good Teachers,
Personality and Good Teaching
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