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A Study on Goto Shinpei’s Modernization Policy in Japanese
Colonization:
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National Kaohsiung First University of Science and Technology
Master of Literature

Abstract

Current studies and data all indicate that the basic concepts of Gotd
Shinpei’s ruling policies in Taiwan are based on “Biological Principles.”
However, the essence of “Biological Principles” is not clearly elaborated in
former studies. Therefore, the focus of present study is analyzing the essence
of Gotd Shinpei’s “Biological Principles.”

The researcher examines the basic concepts of “Biological Principles” in
accordance with the policies that Goto Shinpei executed in Taiwan, including
“Summon Policy of Anti-Japan Members”, “Tithing System”, “Fiesta in
Respect of Elder and Meeting of Praising Literati”, “Provisional Council for
the Investigation of Old Habits of Taiwan”, and “Opium Policy.”

The researcher finalizes the results to analyze Gotd Shinpei’s ruling policies
in Taiwan based on his “Biological Principles”, and comes up with the
conclusion as follow:

a. A Country is Human Body: Gotd Shinpei takes the concept of “A Country is
Human Body” into his ruling policies during colonization, governs a country
as if maintaining the health of a human body, and build up the foundation of
modernization of Taiwan.

b. Emphasis on Old Habits: Gotd Shipei employs the concept of “Emphasis on
Old Habits” in colonization, establishes an investigation council to examine
local Taiwanese old habits, and execute his colonization policies based on the
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old customs and habits.

c. The Concept of Autonomy: Gotd Shinpei executes his policy of
modernization in Taiwan based on his “Biological Principles”; meanwhile, he
also employs “Tithing System”, China’s former autonomous system, which is
initially used for maintaining social security. The system later becomes the
supplement of health organization, making the execution of infectious disease
prevention and Anti-opium policy smoothly work.

Keywords: Gotd Shinpei, Biological Principles, Country is Human Body,
Emphasis on Old Habits, Concept of Autonomy
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