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Abstract

The present study explores a critical-literacy activity implemented in a class of 34 college
freshmen in Taiwan. The activity was designed to help students reflect critically on
meaningful issues (e.g. gender-oriented topics) related to students’ lives through multimodal
texts (e.g. the film Billy Elliot, related texts, and a picture book) and multiple learning tasks.
Adopting qualitative content analysis, the study identifies four major themes: critical dialogue,
within-text critical responses, outside-classroom critical responses, and active inquiry by
learners. On the theoretical level, this study suggests that social reality is embedded in
language, as shown by the activity connecting what students read in different texts to a larger
discussion of gender issues in society. On the practical level, the study also indicates that
critical literacy helped students reconsider gender images through engagement with

multimodal texts and problem-posing pedagogy.
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