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---- Take The Importance of Being Earnest as an Example
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Abstract

Drama is a special type of literary form. Its ultimate purpose is to be on the stage rather
than on the page, and to face the spectator rather than the reader, differentiating it from other
forms of literature. The mission of a play is not completed until it is performed. Drama is
therefore characterized by its performability; accordingly, performability should also be
highlighted in its translation of the target language. The performability of dramatic dialogues
relies mainly on their individuality and action. Individuality of dramatic language should
conform to the characters’ social status, personalities, situations and so on while action is
essential to the development of the plot. With selected examples from Yu Kwang-chung’s
translation of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, this paper discusses how
individuality and action of the dialogues are represented in the Chinese language. For the
convenience of discussion, Zhang Nan-feng’s Chinese version is also used as reference to

highlight Yu's achievements in transferring individuality and action in translation rather than to make a

subjective comparative judgment on them.
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