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While in between the endless whirlwind blows.

Is night, then, for the bed or the lamp?

Is it with the sleep or with the awake?

In the end will always come a time

In utter silence and solitude to face

Whispering ghosts up on the walls, to face oneself
And shoulder all the dark weight of night.
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The Kite
--for Fang-ming across the Pacific
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Eager for the exotic, an aspiring kite,
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When | am dead, lay me down between the Yangtze
And the Yellow River and pillow my head

On China, white hair against black soil,

Most beautiful O most maternal of lands,

And I will sleep my soundest taking

The whole mainland for my cradle, lulled

By the mother-hum that rises on both sides
From the two great rivers, two long, long songs
That on and on flow forever to the East.

This the world’s most indulgent roomiest bed
Where, content, a heart pauses to rest

And recalls how, of a Michigan winter night,

A youth from China used to keep

Intense watch towards the East, trying

To pierce his look through darkness for the dawn
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| % pBEE R > NP w R Of China. So with hungry eyes he devoured

The map, eyes for seventeen years starved

For a glimpse of home, and like a new weaned child
He drank with one wild gulp rivers and lakes

From the mouth of Yangtze all the way up

To Poyang and Tungt’ing and to Koko Nor.
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Ay A e Falling flush on Pingtung’s plain
97 87 i FE 8T 8T On Pingtung’s fields of sugar cane.

The sugary rain on the sugary plain,
How the sugar canes suck
Thejuicy rain in the juicy fields

TR AL The rain falls flush in Pingtung’s fields.
CHRE PP HEOF R From here to the distant hills
fRBREFT § TR How the fertile plain lulls
W REFA FF mx;; Ff The canes, the sweet hope of the canes.
A {; t x4 B My bus whizzes across the green,
AUR— bk KT £ pb Greeted by the green guards of Pan,

While | wonder what cane he dozes under,
The shaggy and bearded god.

Listen, listen to the rain
Falling flush on Pingtung’s plain

3z A B d g A a e .
® 'i‘j- - ! } 5 = On Pingtung’s fields of watermelon,
AR L R The sugary rain on the sugary plain,
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3% 8% (G A 8T 8T fm How the watermelons suck

& 7% B 8T8 chm e The juicy rain in the juicy fields.

LB P A The rain falls ﬂush in Pingtung’s fields.

4 3Ee g From here to the distant shore

55 F R 5 b R R How the cradle sands.rear

£ The melons, the swelling hopes of the melons.
% i B R R B O G My bus whizzes across the sands

B ded o '*?’ m? R In view of the fecund hoard of Pan,

JEEE L _B"_ s While I wonder what melon he sits on,

TR AT B AL The sanguine and seedy god.
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