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Abstract

This study was motivated by a practical concern to understand the professional
development needs of writing teachers teaching in four-year programs in
technological universities and colleges in Taiwan. A questionnaire was
designed by the researcher and served as the main instrument for this survey
study. A total of 370 copies of the questionnaire were sent out to the writing
teachers teaching in 56 technological universities and colleges in Taiwan, and
63 returned copies were rendered as valid (17% of all copies sent). Results
indicated that although about half of the respondents replied that there was a
writing coordinator or some sort of coordination mechanism in their
departments, teachers still hoped that more support in a wide array of areas
could be in place to help them teach. The top three areas writing teachers
would like to improve on were (1) providing feedback on student writing; (2)
activity design; and (3) integration of technology into writing instruction. The
top three professional development activities writing teachers were willing to
join were (1) workshop; (2) conference; and (3) study group. This study
concludes by offering a few directions to further the research on writing
teachers’ professional development.
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