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Abstract

The purpose of the current study is to explore college English majors’
perceptions of the effectiveness of conducting self-directed learning (SDL) in
an advanced conversation class. To achieve the research goal, the researchers
co-designed a speaking class for two semesters with a weekly SDL session in
the laboratory. A total of 35 students were officially recruited to participate
in the study from National Kaohsiung First University of Science and
Technology (NKFUST). After the courses ended, the researchers conducted
a questionnaire survey and oral interviews to investigate students’ perceptions
of the effectiveness toward SDL and the adequacy of their online research
skills required by SDL. The study yields positive results but with some
cautions.  First, the majority of the students held a highly positive attitude
toward the use of SDL in the speaking class and generally thought SDL was an
excellent way to expand their knowledge in diverse topics. However, only
37.2% of participants agreed they could control their learning pace effectively
during self-study. Second, most students had a medium to high level of
competence on using the online research skills required in the SDL course but
seemed to show less confidence in their ability to evaluate the search results.
Based on the findings, pedagogical implications are addressed.
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