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Abstract

Anglo-American writers’ use of ethnic voices and experiences are often
considered incapable of “ethnic” perceptions and “authentic” insights because
they lack insider status. Their rendering of multi-ethnic characters is
assumed to be flawed and not to be trusted. In opposing this view, I confront
the idea of authenticity with Willa Cather’s prairie novels and question the
value judgment that prevents us from approaching O Pioneers! and My
Antonia as authentic ethnic narratives. By uncovering the quality of ethnic
narrativity in these two novels, this paper contend that Cather’s idiosyncratic
construction of ethnic voices and immigrant experiences contains its own
dynamics of authenticity that can be located in the subtle insights into ethnic
traits and historical reality of immigration in the second half of the nineteenth
century.
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