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A corpus-based study of amplifier collocations by

Chinese learners of English and L1 Influence

Ting Fang
English Department of National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The purpose of this corpus-based study is to investigate Chinese English
learners” amplifier collocation use and how it is influenced by L1. To achieve
this, two analyses were conducted. In analysis 1, the researcher analyzed
amplifier collocations by native English speakers and Chinese English learners
to find learners’ collocation use in the target language. In analysis 2, Chinese
learners’ English amplifier collocation use and Mandarin amplifier collocation
use were compared to investigate L1 influence. Three corpora were used in
this study, including British National Corpus (BNC), Chinese Learner English
Corpus (CLEC), and Academia Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern Chinese
(ASBCMC). The results showed that L1 may influence learners’ L2
collocation use. For example, Chinese learners mainly underused and overused
some amplifiers, and Chinese speakers and native English speakers had
different preference for amplifiers. Besides, Chinese learners failed to
recognize negative or positive bias of certain amplifier collocations, which
might be viewed as a form of incompetency. Conclusion of this study suggests
that since the ways native speakers and EFL learners acquire collocations are
different, teaching EFL students collocations needs to raise their awareness of
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problematic collocations use in L1. Moreover, in addition to explicit teaching,
implicit learning of collocations, such as in reading, can maximize learners’
opportunities to acquire collocations.

Keywords: collocation teaching; corpus-based; amplifier collocation;
L1 influence
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