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Abstract

Whether error corrective feedback can increase foreign language
learners’ written accuracy has been debated for long (Bruton, 2009, 2010;
Truscott, 1996, 1999, 2010; Ferris, 1999, 2004, 2010). The recent trend to
distinguish focused feedback from unfocused feedback sheds new light on
feedback literature because most focused feedback studies seem to show an
encouraging result (Bitchener, 2008; Ellis, Sheen, Murakami & Takashima,
2008; Sheen, Wright & Moldawa, 2009). It however has been criticized that
focused feedback studies which appear to work for English article errors might
not be effective for more complex and problematic errors. The purpose of the
present study is to examine the differential effects of focused written
corrective feedback on an error in Japanese case particles which have been
widely discussed in Japanese language learning. The 18 college students are
randomly divided into three groups including direct focused feedback, indirect
focused feedback and content feedback groups. It is found that although there

IS no significant difference among three groups’ percent accuracy of Japanese
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case particle use in the immediate posttests, the indirect focused feedback
group and content feedback group significantly outperform the direct focused
feedback group in the posttests after two weeks. It is suggested that when
offering focused feedback, teachers should take the peculiarity of the targeted

language feature into consideration.
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