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The Performance of the Less Proficient Technological University Students in the Elementary
Level GEPT Picture Description Listening Comprehension Test
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Description Listening Comprehension Test
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Center for General Education
Chia Nan University of Pharmacy & Science

Abstract

This study investigates the less proficient technological university
students performance in the GEPT picture description listening
comprehension test. A total of 150 non-English-major freshmen from a
technological university in southern Taiwan participated in the study. The
test was sourced from the elementary level GEPT practice tests by the
Language Training & Testing Center. In the post-test ora interviews, the
participants, examining every single question, were guided to recollect their
test-taking strategies and the reasons for selecting the incorrect answers on
the foundation of their written responses in the answer sheets. Based on the
analysis of the test results and the interviews, the participants overall
performance was diagnosed as listening microskills insufficient.
Additionally, al the factors that hindered the participants listening
proficiency were linguistic factors except for the non-linguistic one - Picture
Interpretation. Confronting the current trend of EFL listening strategies that
has tended to overemphasize macroskill techniques, the study prompts the
attention to the microskill training needs of the less proficient technological
university students. Furthermore, the main factors emerged from the
participants’ listening difficulties are contributed in the hope of being a
reference of the future strategy design and development.
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