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Abstract

Due to the prevailing belief on communicative competence as the goal
of English learning, pragmatic competence as part of it has been one big
hurdle for EFL learners particularly. Therefore, understanding implicatures of
natural English utterances, as the scope in this study, was tackled to give
insights into how EFL learners interpret them in contrast with interpretations
of English native speakers. Within time constraint, 40 third-year college
English magjors (NNS) in Shu-te University and 10 American English native
speakers (NS) participated. The study was aimed at finding out (1) how they
differ in interpreting conversational implicatures via a self-designed on-line
test with simulated contexts, (2) to what extent they were different, (3) how
correlated it was between NNS's pragmatic competence and their overal
language proficiency through a TOEIC test, and (4) how instruction might
improve NNS's pragmatic competence.

The findings showed that (1) there was a significant difference between
the two groups (p<.05) in taking the implicature test, (2) formulaic
implicature such as indirect criticism in particular has proved to be difficult,
(3 the NNS's pragmatic competence positively correlated with their
language proficiency (r=.824), and finaly (4) within six-hour instruction,
NNS made statistically significant difference between mean scores of the
pre-test and the post-test. As aresult, intervention benefits students in raising
their consciousness of implicatures which in part represent their
understanding of non-literal meanings of utterances. Above all, EFL learners
have to possess pragmatic competence if the goal of communicative
competence is to be achieved under the CLT framework.
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