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Interaction Effects of Proficiency, Gender, and Task Complexity
to Inductive and Deductive Approaches in Grammar Instruction
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Abstract

Inductive approach creates autonomous and meaningful learning. To
date, the effectiveness of induction in EFL grammar instruction is still
uncertain. This study attempted to explore the effect of inductive approachin
contrast to conventional deductive approach in teaching English relative
clauses. Students' English proficiency, gender, and task complexity were
aso examined. Two intact classes of 70 eighth graders were randomly
assigned to an inductive group or a deductive group. A post-test was
administered right after the respective grammar instruction. Some important
results were produced as follows: (a) there was no significant difference
between inductive and deductive groups; equivalent effects were detected for
the two approaches in teaching relative clauses, (b) significant proficiency by
treatment interaction effect was found; high-achievers, in particular, benefited
more from deductive approach than from inductive one, (c) neither
gender-by-treatment nor task complexity-by-treatment interaction was found;
gender and task complexity did not affect the effectiveness of inductive or
deductive instruction, and (d) high-achievers significantly outperformed their
mid- or low-ability counterparts in inductive instruction . Pedagogical
implications and suggestions for future research were provided to conclude

this study.
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