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The Responsible Student:
Contradictions in Student Perceptions

Jeffrey E. Denton
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National Kaohsiung First University of Science and Technology

Abstract

This self-report study centers on the survey of forty university students to
determine student perceptions of the responsibilities of both students and
teachers. The survey asked students to choose very general behavior
descriptions for students that they were accountable for, behavior descriptions
teachers were accountable for, and then asked a variety of questions on the
students’ own behaviors. This study suggests that participant perceptions of
their accountability do no coincide with their actual student behaviors reported.
Students also indicated that although their behaviors were really not in line
with their perceptions of student accountability, the majority of those surveyed
indicated that they were  “B”  students or above. This study suggests that
this disparity in perceptions along with the grade performance perception of
the students indicates a wide gulf in actual student accountability standards on
the part of the educational institution as well as student perceptions of teacher
responsibilities in comparison with their own.

Keywords: Student responsibility, evaluation, grading, student perceptions,
survey procedures

44



