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Reconstruction of the Image of Good Women: Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Legend of Good
Women and Christen de Pizan's The Book of the City of Ladies
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Reconstruction of the | mage of Good Women:
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Legend of Good Women and
Christen de Pizan’s The Book of the City of Ladies
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Abstract

Woman in the Middle Ages was an adjunct to man. Being a wife seemed
to be the only means for her to establish her own identity. For the purpose to
argue against the biased opinion, which regards women as fickle and inferior
characters, Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400), as a male, attempts to establish an
image of good women in The Legend of Good Women (1386), while Christen
de Pizan (1365-1430), the pioneer feminist, intends to convey the idea of
female independency in The Book of the City of Ladies (1405). The
representation of constant women is the main concern of both the English
male writer and the French feminist.

This paper aims to discuss the definition of “good women” in both texts
and investigate the possibilities in both writers to free their women from
traditional shackles. Through the comparative study of the five characters,
Thisbe, Dido, Hypsipyle, Medea, and Lucrece (Lucretia), presented in both
texts, | would like to discuss whether Chaucer and Pizan succeed in

reconstructing the image of good women.

K eywor ds. marriage, identity, woman image, good women

80



