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Abstract

Researchers of discourse and cognition have often suggested that
speakers tend to monitor the shared knowledge between listeners and
themselves, thereupon they are able to select appropriate expressions.
However, research which has empirically documented the link between
discourse and cognition in Mandarin is scant. Therefore, the aim of this
article attempts to explore how speakers prepare listeners for the introduction
of referents in dialogues. This study involved an experiment, comprised of
two primary interviews concerning the referring expression of adults' narrative
and those of young children’s storytelling. 21 pairs of participants, including
3 pairs of college students and 3 pairs of children from each grade of a primary
school, participated in the study. Both qualitative and quantitative data
analyses were performed. The quantitative analysis of the interviews was
conducted through descriptive statistics and Pearson Chi-Square tests in order
to indicate the relationship between the referring expression on the characters
designed in the story and the speakers age. ANOVA was aso employed to
investigate the influences of different characters and diverse age on

disfluencies generated in storytelling. Results showed the divergence of the
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referring expression chosen by different age groups; in addition, the discrepant
levels of accessibility of characters and age differences contribute to the
changes in disfluencies, respectively. To conclude, this study may be of
importance in explaining the relationship between cognition and discourse, as
well as in providing this field with a better understanding of how Mandarin

adults and children’s introducing referents relate to common ground.
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