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A Study of College English Teachers’ Preferences and Perceptions of Using the Types of Tasks
for Assessing Taiwanese EFL Students’ Foreign Language Oral Proficiency
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A Study of College English Teachers’ Preferences and Perceptions
of Using the Types of Tasks for Assessing Taiwanese EFL Students’
Foreign Language Oral Proficiency

Ying-Ying Chuang
Department of Applied Foreign Languages, Cheng Shiu University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess college English teachers’
preferences of chosen tasks for testing Taiwanese students’ speaking skills, and
how their background characteristics influenced their selecting of test tasks.
Research question one investigated teachers’ general preferences of using test
tasks for assessing students’ English language oral proficiency, and research
question two assessed how generally the teachers’ background characteristics
influenced their selections of test tasks. Regarding the data analysis, the
qualitative data of individual interviews was also conducted to support the
guantitative data in this study. The researcher finally suggested that teachers
should have clear test purposes: to make sure if the chosen tasks can really
elicit learners’ oral performance and that is exactly what they target to evaluate
about. Some pedagogical implications are also included.
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