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Abstract

The present study attempted to investigate EFL junior high school
students’ English learning beliefs in Tainan district in relation to different
background variables. First, the study aimed to analyze what kinds of beliefs
students held, how they applied them to English learning, and to what kinds of
factors they attributed these beliefs. Then, variables of gender, length of time
for English learning, socio-economic status and the experiences of attending
the GEPT were added and examined in order to learn how these background
variables were involved and related to students’ beliefs about English learning.
Finally, different areas would be compared to determine whether regional
differences might affect students’ English learning beliefs or not. To achieve
the quantitative-qualitative study, both a questionnaire survey and focus group
interviews were administered to collect the data for study. The participants of
the study included 782 second-year students randomly selected from six junior
high schools in Tainan district as the study samples. The survey instrument
included the Beliefs about Language Learning Inventory (BALLI) with
personal background information. To enrich the data for study, focus group
interviews were conducted to collect qualitative data. The findings of the study
showed that junior high school students’ beliefs about English learning closely
linked to their gender, length of time for English learning, parents’ educational
levels, and the experiences of attending the GEPT. Furthermore, regional
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differences would play a role affecting students’ English learning beliefs. The
results of the study would be expected to provide certain pieces of valuable
information for EFL educators as well as experts.
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