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Department of English

National Kaohsiung First University of Science and Technology

Abstract

The role grammar instruction and error correction played in the accuracy
of student writing has been one of the most debated questions in the field of
second language acquisition. Various studies have vyielded results that
seemingly contradict one another with regard to this question. These studies
have concentrated on either grammar instruction or error correction. The
present study reports the results of classroom-based research seeking to
determine the influence of the two aspects of conscious grammar exposure on
written accuracy in an EFL writing class. Data collection was done from the
first to second semesters of the 2004 academic year. The teacher-researcher
provided in-class grammar instruction combined with error correction as a
means to improve student accuracy. The grammatical errors made by 16
Taiwanese EFL students majoring in English at the National Kaohsiung First
University of Science and Technology were marked and categorized from the
essays they wrote. Judging from the changes in the number of error types all
the students produced in their essays, evidence supporting the progress of
students over time in written accuracy was found to be inconclusive.
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