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Abstract

Improving college students’ writing fluency has become a widely
discussed topic in the recent development of English education. By introducing
the idea of “Writing across the Curriculum,” the author is proposing for the
establishment of a new and efficient writing program to help student writers
across all academic fields.

The concept behind Writing-across-the-Curriculum (WAC) program is not
new; however, it had experienced many failures when it was first introduced.
In this paper, the author approaches the WAC program from a historical
perspective, discussing its origin, development, early successes, and its
problems that follow. Through the reviews, the author hopes to avoid repeating
the same mistakes and start a second generation
Writing-across-the-Curriculum program in his current college. Five key

elements to focus in a new WAC program are also suggested: (1) a
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campus-wide needs assessment, (2) an institutional structure for leadership

within the WAC program, (3) carefully planned and funded initial workshops
with faculty members to overcome misunderstandings, (4) on-going training
and support for teachers implementing WAC, and (5) institutionalizing WAC

by writing it into curricular reforms and mission and goal statements.
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