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Abstract

Similarities and differences are found between languages. Generally speaking,
languages, stemming from the same language family, have more in common within the
languages; in contrast, differences are found to be more significant between the
languages, if they are from different language families. German and Chinese, which
belong to the different language families, are two genetically and geographically
unrelated languages. There are differences in phonology, semantics as well as
syntactic. These differences might lead to the learning difficulties for Chinese learners/
German learners to learn German/Chinese. However, it does not mean that there is no
similarity between these two languages.

This paper focuses on modal verbs in Chinese and German. Modality, one kind
of verbs, is also known as modal verb. Modal verbs are often used in Chinese and
German. In syntactic, modal verbs have many functions; in semantics, the meanings of
the modal verbs vary from the syntactic functions and sentence structures.

This paper concentrates on the modal verbs in German and then makes a syntactic
and semantic comparison of modal expression in Chinese and German. It is noted that
each modal verb has different meanings due to the different conditions and different
structures. Thus, the main meaning of each modality was selected for the purpose of
this research. For a better understanding of the modal verbs in Chinese, Chinese modal
verbs and their syntactic structures were briefly discussed and analysed first. It aimed
to find out the similarities between these two languages.
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