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The Epoch of “Taiwanese Calendar”
in Taiwan under the Japanese Rule

Jochi Shigeru
Department of Japanese
National Kaohsiung First University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Japan ruled Taiwan islands from 1895 to 1945. Because Taiwanese had used the
lunar-solar calendar, therefore new ruler, Japanese emperor had to give some astronomical
mformation to them.

Moreover, there is time difference of 1 hour in Taiwan and Japan main land. Therefore
Japanese emperor gave the ‘“Taiwan Min Reki” (“Taiwanese Calendar”) through the Taiwan
shrine to Taiwanese from 1914. However, Japanese historians of calendar had never
mtroduced it, thus we will present a brief introduction about it.

The “Taiwanese Calendar’” has some epochs as follows;

Year Book Cover Publisher
1914 - 1919 White page The Taiwan shrine
calendar
1920 — 1926 The Home Office
1927 — 1933 Blue page calendar The Department of Education
1934 — 1945 Yellow page
calendar

In 1937, it became no time difference between Taiwan and Japan main land because
Japanese empire prepared the War, but it was still given to them.
One of the editors, FUJITA Sutejiro (19¢c-20c) was a translator and or a teacher at
primary school, was not an astronomer. Thus we can conclude that the ‘“Taiwanese
Calendar” was basically the translation of Japanese calendar into Chinese.

Keywords : “Taiwanese Calendar”, Taiwan Shrine, the government-general in Taiwan,
astronomy, calendar, the equation of time
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