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Abstract

In my experience with Taiwanese college students, | often found English majors
struggle in their writing of business correspondences and documents even upon
leaving the four-year undergraduate program. Although these students have all taken
freshmen writing as well as a series of general writing courses, smooth transition did
not take place while entering the world of business writing. Obviously, there has been
a gap between general college composition and business writing. In this paper, I am
proposing the idea of implementing journalistic English writing as the best method to
narrow down the gap, bringing college composition and business writing a bit closer.

Journalistic English writing can help students produce efficient business writing
in that (1) business writing techniques are grounded in the genre of journalism; (2)
business and journalistic writings share similar styles; (3) business and journalistic
writings are both deductively organized; and (4) business and journalistic writings are
both outward-directed, objectively toned writings with realistic purposes. In order to
promote a better and smoother transition from college composition to business writing,
I am calling for the implementation of journalistic English as the bridge course in an
innovative curriculum for four-year English program in colleges and universities of
Taiwan.
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