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Abstract

In this paper, it is aimed to review existing studies regarding the strategy of
dictionary use for second/foreign language learning and an attempt is made to clarify a
number of misconceptions. First of all, the contention that dictionary use in foreign
language reading would impede reading comprehension will be examined and rectified
in light of the findings obtained in experimental research. In particular, the merits of
dictionary use will be recognized by means of introduction into recent experiments in
support of its effects on vocabulary development, and of discussion of how and when
to make best use of this strategy. Basically, this paper is intended to call for a
re-evaluation on the role of dictionary use in second/foreign vocabulary learning.
Secondly, types of dictionaries are always a problematic issue in that a huge gap exists
between actual practice on the part of the language learner and pedagogical advice
given by applied linguists and language teachers. While most of learners prefer
bilingual dictionaries as their main reference books, teachers regard them as
detrimental and thus suggest that monolingual dictionaries be more suitable for
language learning. Arguments will be presented and discussed with a view to
reconciling these differences. In order to meet the learner’s needs and to take into
account teachers’ suggestions, a more promising solution is raised as to introducing a
kind of more practical dictionaries, namely bilingualised dictionaries, which is proved
to be effective, but more empirical evidence in classroom practice should be sought.
Finally, the author urges an effort made to integrate the strategy of dictionary use into
language classroom.
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