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A semantic Analysis of the Sense Adjectives and
Dimension Adjectives in Japanese :
The semantic extension

Lai, Jiin-Chiueh
Department of Japanese Language and Culture
Soochow University

Abstract

The study investigates the following topics. The first, the semantic extension
mechanism of the sense adjective and the dimension adjective in Japanese. The
second, the direction of synaesthesia usage between the sense adjective and the
dimension adjective in Japanese.As for the diversion to the feeling from a dimension,
according to the consideration result of this research, not only the right to vision and
hearing but the left to the sense of smell, the taste, and the touch sense is seen. And,
although it was said that the synaesthesia usage of a feeling adjective is semantic
extension by the metaphor, in consideration of this research, the synaesthesia usage of
many feeling adjectives and the feeling usage of a dimension adjective are diversion
based on metonymy.

Keywords: Japanese, the sense adjective, the dimension Adjective, semantic
extension, synaesthesia usage
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