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Abstract

Process writing has been the dominant approach to L2 writing in the last part
of the 20th century. To transform formal views of product approaches to writing
instruction and give prominence to the complexity of the writing process itself,
proponents borrowed the techniques and theories of cognitive psychology and L1
composition to refine the ways we understand and teach writing. While remaining
the influential pedagogical orthodoxy for over 30 years, however, process
approaches have often been criticized for failing to consider the forces outside the
individual which help guide purposes, establish relationships, and ultimately shape
writing. Genre-based approaches to instruction aim to address this deficit by
offering students explicit and systematic explanations of the ways language
functions in social contexts. In this article, we report on the introduction of a
genre-based approach into writing instruction and the problems Taiwanese
university students encounter when they deal with a range of non-fiction genres in
a process-genre integrated EFL writing classroom.
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