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Yang, Chia-Yuan
Lecturer, Department of Foreign Language, National
Taichung Institute of Technology

Abstract

This study was an investigation of students learning Japanese language at
National Taichung Institute of Technology. This study assessed perceptions of
students’ Japanese learning motivation.

A total of 386 students studying Japanese participated in the study. Survey
instrument was adapted and modified by the research from the surveys of Guo &
Okita (2002) and related research.

This study produced three primary findings. First, the results presented a
moderate high motivation related to Japanese learning (M = 3.0992). Factor
analysis identified nine factors impacting student motivation; integrative
motivation had the highest mean score.

Second, no significant differences were found between motivation and gender,
age, and Japanese language proficiency level; however, significant differences were
found in motivation related to class types. Two-year college students had lowest
Japanese language learning motivation. Third, positive correlations existed between
motivation and using dictionaries. In addition, positive correlations existed among
motivational factors; however, factor 1(enjoyment of Japanese language learning)
had a negative relationship with factor 5(conservative motivation).

This study concluded that language faculty should engage students in active
dialogue, and department should design an especial Japanese-language program for
vocational college students.
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